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The CGPD Community Forum 

The Importance of Reporting All Crimes 
 
As the Chief of Police for the City of Casa 
Grande, I want to address an issue that directly 
impacts the safety and well-being of our 
community: the importance of reporting crimes, 
no matter how minor they may seem. Whether 
it’s a vehicle burglary where the loss is minimal, 
or a seemingly insignificant act of vandalism, 
every crime matters, and so does every report 
made by our citizens. 
 
One common misconception is that certain crimes, like vehicle break-ins where 
nothing of great value is stolen, are too trivial to report. However, I want to 
emphasize that every single crime report plays a crucial role in maintaining 
public safety and helping us understand crime trends in our city. Here are some 
key reasons why reporting all crimes, regardless of their perceived severity, is 
vital to our collective efforts in building a safer Casa Grande: 
 
1. Crime Trends and Resource Allocation 
 

When crimes go unreported, our department is left with an incomplete picture 
of the criminal activity in our neighborhoods. Even small incidents, such as a car 
burglary or property damage, contribute to an overall understanding of crime 
trends. This data is essential because it allows us to pinpoint "hot spots" where 
criminal activity is concentrated, identify patterns, and allocate resources 
effectively. Without your reports, our ability to prevent future crimes or catch 
those responsible becomes much more challenging. 
 
2. Linking Crimes and Identifying Offenders 
 

Vehicle burglaries, for instance, might seem minor on their own, but they often 
occur in patterns or clusters. A series of car break-ins in one area could indicate 
a larger crime spree. Reporting these incidents, even when the loss is minimal, 
could provide us with the crucial information we need to solve not just your 
case, but others as well. A single reported vehicle burglary could be the key 
piece of evidence that helps us identify a repeat offender or connect them to 
other, more significant crimes. 
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The Importance of Reporting All Crimes (Continued) 

3. Preventing Escalation 
 
Often, criminals start small. A person who commits a minor vehicle burglary today could be emboldened by 
the lack of consequences and escalate to more serious offenses in the future. By reporting every crime, you 
help ensure that offenders are identified and held accountable early, preventing them from moving on to 
more damaging criminal behavior. 
 
4. Insurance and Recovery 
 
For those who experience theft or damage, reporting the crime is often necessary for insurance claims. Even 
if the value of the items stolen is low, having a police report on file ensures you have the proper 
documentation if the need arises. Additionally, by reporting the incident, you increase the chances of 
recovering your stolen property. Our officers often recover stolen items, and having a detailed record on file 
can significantly improve our ability to return those belongings to you. 
 
5. Community Engagement and Trust 
 
When citizens report crimes, it fosters a sense of partnership between the police department and the 
community. We rely on your eyes and ears to keep our city safe. By taking the time to report even minor 
crimes, you show your commitment to protecting your neighborhood. This partnership is essential to the 
success of our mission to serve and protect every resident of Casa Grande. The stronger our connection with 
the community, the more effective we can be at keeping everyone safe. 
 
6. Deterrence 
 
One of the strongest deterrents to crime is the knowledge that law enforcement is vigilant and engaged. 
When criminals know that even minor offenses like vehicle burglaries are taken seriously and reported by 
citizens, it can discourage them from targeting our neighborhoods. A community that actively reports crimes 
sends a clear message that lawlessness will not be tolerated. 
 
7. Improving Public Safety 
 
Ultimately, reporting all crimes is about improving public safety for everyone in Casa Grande. Every report 
adds to our ability to solve crimes, prevent future incidents, and ensure that our community remains a safe 
place to live, work, and raise a family. 
 
As your Chief of Police, I encourage every citizen to take an active role in reporting crimes, regardless of how 
insignificant they may appear. Our department is committed to using the information you provide to make 
Casa Grande a safer place for all of us. Remember, no crime is too small to report. Your involvement helps us 
serve you better. 
 
Thank you for your partnership and your commitment to keeping Casa Grande safe.  
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New Officers and Promotions 

Please welcome our new officers! 

Blasius Morales 

Roman Rusiecki 

Daniel Vance 

Joseph McKnight 

Congratulations for their recent promotions! 

Lieutenant Jeffery Cardita Sergeant Matthew Perry Sergeant Curtis Kieser 
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Casa Grande Police Department Officer Scheurn and K9 Deutz participating in last year’s competition.  

CGPD’s K9 unit will be competing again this year. If you get a chance, go see them and all the other great 

Arizona Law Enforcement agencies competing! We wish them the best of luck! 
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Life is often compared to a journey, filled with twists, turns, and unexpected detours. Just 
like a sailor navigating the open seas, we must set our course and be prepared to make 
necessary adjustments along the way. Here are some key points to consider as you 
navigate through life’s journey, even adjusting the sails as the strong contrary winds blow, 
or you’re in the fog of uncertainty. 
 

Setting Your Course 
1. Define Your Goals: The first step in setting your course is to define your goals. What do 

you want to achieve in life? Whether it’s personal growth, career success, or building 
meaningful relationships, having clear goals will give you direction and purpose. 

2. Create a Plan: Once you have your goals in mind, create a plan to achieve them. Break down your goals 
into smaller, manageable steps and set timelines for each. This will help you stay focused and motivated 
as you work towards your objectives. 

3. Stay True to Your Values: As you set your course, it’s important to stay true to your values and 
principles. Your values will serve as a compass, guiding you through difficult decisions and helping you 
stay on track. 

 

Making Necessary Adjustments 
1. Embrace Flexibility: Life is unpredictable, and things don’t always go as planned. Embrace flexibility and 

be open to adjusting your course when necessary. This might mean reevaluating your goals, changing 
your approach, or seeking new opportunities. 

2. Learn from Setbacks: Setbacks are a natural part of any journey. Instead of viewing them as failures, see 
them as opportunities to learn and grow. Reflect on what went wrong, identify areas for improvement, 
and use these lessons to make better decisions in the future. 

3. Seek Support: Don’t be afraid to seek support from others. Whether it’s friends, family, mentors, or 
professionals, having a support system can provide valuable guidance and encouragement. They can 
offer different perspectives and help you navigate through challenging times. 

4. Stay Positive: Maintaining a positive attitude is crucial when making adjustments. Focus on the progress 
you’ve made and the possibilities ahead. A positive mindset will help you stay resilient and motivated, 
even when faced with obstacles. 

 

Navigating Through Life’s Journey 
1. Stay Focused on Your Goals: Keep your goals in mind and stay focused on what you want to achieve. 

Regularly review your progress and make adjustments as needed. This will help you stay on course and 
ensure that you’re moving in the right direction. 

2. Celebrate Milestones: Take time to celebrate your achievements, no matter how small. Recognizing your 
progress will boost your confidence and motivate you to keep going. 

3. Adapt to Change: Life is constantly changing, and it’s important to adapt to new circumstances. Be open 
to new experiences and opportunities, and be willing to adjust your course as needed. This adaptability 
will help you navigate through life’s uncertainties with grace and confidence. 

 

Conclusion 
Setting your course and making necessary adjustments is an essential part of life’s journey. By defining your 
goals, staying true to your values, and embracing flexibility, you can navigate through challenges and achieve 
your objectives. Remember, it’s not about the destination, but the journey itself. Stay focused, stay positive, 
and enjoy the ride. 
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Have a Safe and Spooky Halloween — Officer Thomas Anderson 

Halloween is an exciting time for children and families in Casa 
Grande. With costumes, trick-or-treating, and spooky fun around 
every corner, it's easy to get caught up in the festivities. However, 
safety should be a priority for everyone participating in Halloween 
events. The City of Casa Grande Police Department is dedicated to 
ensuring that all our residents enjoy a safe and happy Halloween. 
Follow these essential safety tips to make sure your Halloween is 
memorable for all the right reasons. 
 

1. Costume Safety 
• Choose bright or reflective costumes: If your child's costume is dark, consider adding reflective tape or 

carrying glow sticks to increase visibility. A flashlight is also a great tool for staying visible to drivers. 
• Ensure a proper fit: Costumes that are too long or too loose can pose tripping hazards. Make sure 

costumes are appropriately sized to avoid falls. 
• Mask precautions: Masks can obstruct vision. If possible, opt for face paint instead, or ensure that the 

mask fits properly and allows for clear visibility. 
• Fire-resistant materials: Check labels to ensure costumes, wigs, and accessories are made from flame-

resistant materials, especially when candles or open flames are part of the festivities. 
 

2. Trick-or-Treating Safety 
• Adult supervision: Young children should always be accompanied by an adult while trick-or-treating. 

Even older children should stick to a group and follow a pre-planned route. 
• Plan your route: Stick to well-lit streets and familiar neighborhoods. Avoid alleys and poorly lit areas. 

Encourage children to stay on sidewalks and avoid cutting across lawns or driveways. 
• Cross safely: Remind children to look both ways before crossing streets and to use designated 

crosswalks. Drivers may have a hard time seeing trick-or-treaters, especially in busy areas. 
• Inspect treats: Before letting children dive into their candy, inspect all treats at home. Throw away any 

candy with torn packaging, holes, or anything that seems suspicious. 
 

3. Safety for Motorists 
• Be extra cautious: Slow down in residential areas, especially during trick-or-treating hours. Children are 

often unpredictable and may dart out between parked cars. 
• Watch for pedestrians: With increased foot traffic, it's essential to stay alert for children crossing streets, 

even where crosswalks are not present. 
• No distractions: Keep your full attention on the road. Avoid using your phone, eating, or anything else 

that could divert your focus from driving safely. 
 

4. Home Safety 
• Light it up: Ensure your home is well-lit to welcome trick-or-treaters. Clear walkways of any obstacles, like 

decorations, that could cause trips or falls. 
• Secure pets: Halloween can be stressful for pets, with lots of unfamiliar visitors and noise. Keep pets 

secured in a quiet space to avoid accidental bites or escapes. 
• Pumpkin safety: If you’re using candles to light your jack-o-lanterns, place them where they cannot be 

easily knocked over, or consider using battery-operated candles to avoid fire hazards. 
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5. Safe Celebrations for Teens and Adults 
• Host responsibly: If you’re hosting a Halloween party, ensure that alcohol is consumed responsibly and 

offer non-alcoholic beverages for designated drivers. 
• Travel safely: If attending a party, avoid drinking and driving. Designate a sober driver or use a ride-share 

service to get home safely. 
• Be mindful of curfew: In Casa Grande, teens should adhere to the city’s 

curfew hours to avoid unnecessary risks or law enforcement interventions 
during Halloween festivities. The curfew is 10 pm for 15 and younger, 12 
midnight for 16 and 17 year olds. 
 

6. Know Your Surroundings 
• Report suspicious activity: If you notice anything unusual or suspicious 

during Halloween, contact the Casa Grande Police Department 
immediately. Our non-emergency number is (520)-421-8700, but in an 
emergency, dial 911. 

 

The City of Casa Grande Police Department is here to ensure that Halloween is a safe and enjoyable 
experience for everyone in our community. By taking a few simple precautions, you can help keep your 
family and neighborhood safe. Let's work together to make this Halloween a fun and safe event for 
everyone! 
 

For more information, visit the City of Casa Grande Police Department’s website or follow us on social media 
for updates. Stay safe and have a spooky, fun-filled Halloween! 

Have a Safe and Spooky Halloween (Continued) 

Silent Witness Anti-Crime Night  

Once again, Silent Witness Anti-Crime Night was a huge 
success! 

On September 24th, we celebrated Anti-Crime Night at a 
new location – Paul Mason Sports Park. The new venue 
allowed us to spread out the vendors and displays. It 
also gave visitors more room to move around and 
explore the variety of First Responder agencies present.  

We are already looking forward to next year’s event in 
September! Thank you to all of the agencies, vendors, 
and citizens who joined us in raising awareness and 
funds for Silent Witness! 
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Don’t let the Grinch steal your holiday spirit! — Officer Thomas Anderson 

The holiday season is a time for celebration, family gatherings, and shopping for those special gifts. With the 
increase in activity at local stores and shopping centers in Casa Grande during the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons, it’s also a prime opportunity for criminals to target unattended vehicles. The Casa Grande 
Police Department wants to remind everyone to take extra precautions to secure their vehicles and 
belongings while enjoying the holiday shopping experience. 
 

Follow these important safety tips to help prevent theft and protect your property during the busy holiday 
season. 
 

1. Lock It Up 
• Always lock your doors: It may seem simple, but locking your 

vehicle is the first line of defense against theft. Even if you're 
making a quick stop, take the extra moment to lock your car. 

• Roll up windows: Ensure all windows are completely closed 
before leaving your vehicle, even if you’re just running into the 
store for a few minutes. 

• Double-check locks: If your vehicle has remote locking, confirm 
that the doors have locked by listening for the beep or looking 
for visual confirmation, such as the flashing lights. 
 

2. Keep Valuables Out of Sight 
• Remove or hide valuables: Never leave items like electronics, shopping bags, purses, or wallets visible in 

your car. Thieves are more likely to break in if they see something valuable inside. Place valuable items in 
the trunk, glove compartment, or under the seat before you arrive at your destination. 

• Use a car trunk or covered storage: If your vehicle has a trunk, use it to store your purchases and other 
valuables. For SUVs or other vehicles without trunks, consider using a cargo cover to conceal your 
belongings. 

• Take your keys: Never leave your keys inside your vehicle, even if you're just stepping away for a short 
time. Thieves can easily take advantage of an unlocked car with the keys still inside. 
 

3. Park Smart 
• Choose well-lit areas: When parking at a shopping center or store, always choose a spot in a well-lit area. 

Thieves are less likely to target vehicles in visible and well-lit locations. 
• Avoid secluded spots: If possible, park near store entrances or areas with a lot of foot traffic. Criminals 

tend to avoid busy areas where they are more likely to be seen. 
• Stay alert in parking lots: Be aware of your surroundings when entering or leaving parking lots, and don’t 

hesitate to ask for assistance from store personnel or security if you feel uncomfortable. 
 

4. Be Aware of Keyless Entry Vulnerabilities 
• Watch for signal jamming: Some criminals use signal jammers to interfere with key fobs, preventing your 

vehicle from locking. Always manually check that your car is locked before leaving the area, especially if 
you use a remote keyless entry system. 

• Block key fob signals: Keyless entry systems can be vulnerable to relay attacks, where criminals capture 
the signal from your key fob to unlock your car. To prevent this, consider keeping your key fob in a signal-
blocking pouch (Faraday pouch) when not in use. 
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Don’t let the Grinch steal your holiday spirit! (Continued)  

 
5. Don’t Leave Vehicles Running 

• Avoid warming up your car unattended: During the cooler months, many people warm up their vehicles 
by leaving them running in parking lots. Unfortunately, this is an open invitation for car theft. Never leave 
your car running or unlocked, even for a short time. 
 

6. Be Mindful of Shopping Bags 
• Don’t leave purchases in plain view: After a round of shopping, 
it’s tempting to drop off bags in your car before continuing, but 
avoid leaving shopping bags visible inside the vehicle. If you need to 
drop items off, lock them in the trunk, and if possible, move your 
car to a different location afterward to make it less obvious. 
• Consolidate purchases: Instead of making frequent trips to the 
car, consider consolidating your shopping bags before heading to 
your vehicle. The less you move between the store and the parking 
lot, the lower the chances of a thief spotting your movements. 

 
7. Report Suspicious Activity 

• Stay vigilant: Keep an eye out for suspicious behavior in parking lots. If you notice anyone lingering near 
vehicles, trying door handles, or acting strangely, report it to store security or the Casa Grande Police 
Department. 

• Call the police: If you observe any suspicious activity or feel that your safety is at risk, don’t hesitate to 
contact the Casa Grande Police Department. In emergencies, call 911; for non-emergencies, use our non-
emergency number: (520) 421-8700. 
 

8. Use Anti-Theft Devices 
• Consider a steering wheel lock: A visible anti-theft device, such as a steering wheel lock, can deter 

thieves from targeting your car. 
• Vehicle tracking systems: If your car has a GPS tracking system or if you’re considering adding one, it can 

be invaluable in the event of a theft by helping authorities locate your vehicle quickly. 
 

9. Secure Your Garage Opener 
• Keep garage openers out of sight: Garage door openers left in vehicles can provide criminals with easy 

access to your home. Always remove the opener or hide it when parking in public places. 
 

The City of Casa Grande Police Department encourages everyone to take these precautions seriously during 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas shopping seasons. By following these simple tips, you can significantly reduce 
your risk of becoming a victim of theft and ensure that your holiday season remains merry and bright. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if you need to report suspicious activity, contact the Casa Grande 
Police Department. Together, we can keep our community safe and secure during the holidays. 
Stay safe, and enjoy your holiday shopping season! 
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New Year’s Eve is cause for celebration! But, safety first… – Officer Thomas Anderson 

As the year comes to a close, New Year’s Eve is a time for celebration, reflection, and looking forward to the 
future. However, while festivities can be fun, they can also pose significant safety risks if not approached 
responsibly. The City of Casa Grande Police Department is committed to ensuring that everyone in our 
community rings in the New Year safely. This advisory will focus on responsible fireworks use, the dangers of 
illegally discharging firearms, and how you can help maintain a safe environment for all. 
 

1. Fireworks Safety and Regulations 
While fireworks are a traditional part of New Year’s Eve celebrations, it’s important to remember that not all 
fireworks are legal, and even legal ones can be dangerous if used improperly. 
 

Know the Law 
• Legal fireworks: In Arizona, only certain types of fireworks are legal for consumer use. 
Typically, ground-based fireworks like sparklers, smoke devices, and fountains are 
permitted. However, aerial fireworks, firecrackers, and bottle rockets are illegal for 
personal use. 
• Check local ordinances: While the state has set guidelines, cities like Casa Grande 
may have additional regulations regarding the use of fireworks. Check with the City of 
Casa Grande for the latest information on permissible fireworks during the New Year’s 
Eve holiday. 

• Designated timeframes: Legal fireworks can only be used during specific time periods. In most cases, 
fireworks are allowed on December 31 and January 1, but use outside these dates may result in fines. 

 

Safety Tips for Fireworks 
• Keep a safe distance: Only use fireworks in open areas, away from people, homes, dry vegetation, and 

vehicles. Maintain a safe distance from the fireworks after lighting them. 
• Supervise children: Fireworks, even sparklers, can be dangerous for young children. Always have an adult 

present and never allow children to handle or light fireworks. 
• Have water nearby: In case of a fire, keep a bucket of water or a hose nearby to extinguish any flames 

immediately. 
• Follow instructions: Only use fireworks according to the manufacturer’s instructions, and never attempt 

to alter or combine fireworks. 
• Dispose of fireworks properly: After fireworks are done, soak them in water before disposing of them in a 

metal trash container to prevent accidental fires. 
 

2. Dangers of Illegal Firearms Discharge 
While many celebrate New Year’s Eve with fireworks, it is critical to stress that discharging firearms into the 
air is not only illegal but also extremely dangerous. What goes up must come down, and bullets fired into the 
air can travel long distances before striking the ground with deadly force. 
 

Legal Consequences 
• Discharging a firearm in city limits: Firing a gun within city limits is illegal and is a serious offense. This 

includes celebratory gunfire during holidays like New Year’s Eve. Violators can face criminal charges, hefty 
fines, and jail time. 

• Endangering lives: Bullets fired into the air can strike people, homes, and vehicles, causing injury, death, 
and property damage. Even if you can’t see where the bullet lands, it poses a significant risk to those 
around you. 
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• Shannon’s Law: Named after a young Arizona girl who was tragically killed by a stray bullet, Shannon’s 
Law makes it a felony to discharge a firearm within city limits. This law underscores the severe 
consequences of celebratory gunfire. 

 

Safety Tips for Firearm Owners 
• Celebrate safely: If you own a firearm, celebrate responsibly by keeping your weapon secured and 

avoiding any temptation to discharge it. Firearms should never be part of holiday celebrations. 
• Report illegal gunfire: Fireworks can often be mistaken for gunshots. If you hear gunshots or suspect 

someone is discharging a firearm in your area, contact the Casa Grande Police Department immediately. 
Provide as much information as possible, including location and description, to help us respond quickly. 

 

3. General New Year’s Eve Safety Tips 
In addition to the risks posed by fireworks and firearms, New Year’s Eve can present other safety 
challenges, especially in the context of large gatherings, alcohol consumption, and busy roads. 
 

Stay Safe on the Roads 
• Don’t drink and drive: The risk of impaired driving increases on New Year’s Eve due to alcohol 

consumption. Always designate a sober driver or use a ride-sharing service if you plan to drink. 
Remember, driving under the influence puts your life and the lives of others in serious danger. 

• Watch for pedestrians: Many people may be walking to and from parties or public events. Be extra 
cautious while driving, especially near bars, restaurants, and residential areas. 

• Plan your night: If you plan to attend parties, make sure you have a transportation plan in place before 
you start drinking. Stay overnight at a friend’s house if necessary to avoid the risks of impaired driving. 

 

Be Mindful of Noise and Pets 
• Fireworks and pets: Fireworks can be distressing for pets, causing them to run away or injure 

themselves. Keep pets indoors during fireworks displays and create a calming environment with 
soothing music or a quiet space. 

• Respect your neighbors: While New Year’s Eve is a time for celebration, be considerate of your 
neighbors when using fireworks or making noise late into the night. 

 

4. Report Suspicious Activity 
• Stay vigilant: If you see someone using illegal fireworks or discharging firearms, report it to the Casa 

Grande Police Department immediately. Your quick action could prevent a tragedy and help keep our 
community safe. 

 

Emergency contact: In the event of an emergency, call 911. For non-emergency issues, contact our 
department at (520) 421-8700. Let’s work together to keep our community safe. Remember: Fireworks can 
be fun, but firearms are never a way to celebrate. 
 

For more information on local laws and safety tips, visit the City of Casa Grande Police Department’s 
website or follow us on social media for updates. 
 

The Casa Grande Police Department wishes everyone a safe and joyous New Year’s Eve celebration. By 
following these guidelines and making responsible decisions, we can ensure that the holiday is enjoyable 
for all and free from unnecessary danger. Stay safe and celebrate responsibly! 
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How to Connect With Us 

Upcoming Events 

Follow the Casa Grande Police Department on Facebook and X/Twitter to learn about future events. 
 

Fuel of  Dreams 2024 

Join us on October 24th from 3-6 p.m. at the Fry’s Fuel 

Center 2858 North Pinal Avenue! Our Officers will be joining 

forces with local Special Olympic Athletes to pump gas and 

clean windshields in an effort to raise awareness and funds 

for Special Olympics of  Arizona! All donations are greatly 

appreciated and go directly to SOAZ!  

See page 10 for more details. 

 

Tip-A-Cop 
On October 28th, from 4pm to 8 pm, let Local Law 
Enforcement serve you at Texas Roadhouse! Officers 
will be donating 100% of  their tips to the Special 
Olympics Arizona. More information is on page 11. 

 

For questions or comments regarding this newsletter, contact: 

Officer Thomas Anderson 
Public Information Office 
(520) 421-8711 Ext 6760 
tanderson@casagrandeaz.gov 

Casa Grande Police Department 
373 East Val Vista Boulevard 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

www.facebook.com/cgpolice 

www.casagrandesilentwitness.com 

www.twitter.com/casagrandepd 
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