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Another Year of Accomplishments

May your pockets be heavy and your heart be light,
May good luck pursue you each morning and night.
~Irish Blessing

Mayor's State of the City Preview
 

On Thursday, March 6, Mayor Jackson 
will address the community during 
his annual “Mayor’s State of the City” 
luncheon.  Mayor Jackson plans to 
touch on several topics of concern and 
interest to Casa Grande residents.  Here 
is a sneak peak at his presentation.                           
  Foremost, is the city’s economic 
climate.  What is the state doing to 
help or hinder our growth? With city 
revenues basically unchanged over the 

past 5 years there is not much room for capital improvement or 
maintenance projects.  In fact, retail revenues were down about 4% 
in both 2012 and 2013.  This illustrates the importance of shopping 
locally whenever possible.  
      The state legislature has shifted the Highway User Revenue Funds 
(HURF) originally designated for road improvement projects to 
the Department of Public Safety for the past three years.  There 
is currently an effort to get those funds reallocated to cities and 
towns. Even if HURF funds were available, the collected amount 
has decreased statewide due to more fuel efficient vehicles and fewer 
miles traveled. In the meantime, construction costs and materials 
continue to rise and roads continue their slow deterioration. 
    Although revenue sources have been slowly drying up, the city has 
no plans to cut services as we know them today.  However, legislative 
action and court decisions will further test our creative spending 
and collection powers.  Without additional income sources, finding 
additional funding may require making difficult choices.
    Although this may sound gloomy, the City of Casa Grande has 
a very bright future despite a slow economic build up nationally.  
We are aggressively seeking new industry opportunities in both 
the private and public sector projects.  New businesses have already 
relocated and new ones are on the way.  Sam’s Club will be nearing 
completion in the next couple of months, we have two new dairy-
product industries, Hexel has expanded its operations, and Phoenix 
Mart continues to move forward.  In the public sector, we are 
working on projects voted on and funded through bond elections.  
The renovation of the Main Library and old Police Station into a 
new Dispatch Center are two that will be completed in the near 
future.  The recreation center is on the discussion table with ground 
work beginning.  
      Casa Grande continues to flourish through the help of its many 
volunteers, concerned residents, active Boards & Commissions, 

Glad You're My Co-Worker

The recipient of the March "Glad You're My Co-worker" balloon 
is Leticia Luse, Laboratory Technician at the Wastewater 
facility.  David Blythe, IT, presented the balloon to Leticia and 
told her how much he appreciates her hard work and dedication 
to helping  keep our wastewater in compliance with both federal 
and state laws.

and the “can do” attitude of its city employees.  Without any of 
these factors, the city would remain stagnant.  Our volunteers have 
helped bring a positive light to our many community events that 
continue to draw more people into Casa Grande.  Our departments 
are constantly seeking ways to provide the best customer service 
and be accommodating when it comes to inquiries about relocation, 
building, and encouraging a great business climate here. 
     I am optimistic about the near future and distant future for 
our city.  Every day I hear many uplifting comments from residents 
and from the surrounding communities.  Most often the question 
posed is, “How do you manage to keep things moving when others 
stand still?”  My only response can be, “A positive community 
attitude and positive employee involvement can only bring positive 
results.”

Mayor Jackson



Date

   1   Peanut Butter Lovers Day
   5   Multiple Personality Day
   9   Panic Day
   11 Worship of Tools Day
   12  Girl Scouts Day
   13  Popcorn Lover's Day
   14  National Potato Chip Day
   16  Everything You Do is Right Day
   20  Extraterrestrial Abductions Day
   22  National Goof Off Day
   24  National Chocolate Covered Raisen Day
   26  Make Up Your Own Holiday Day
   30  Take a Walk in the Park Day
   31  Bunsen Burner Day

March Birthdays

March Anniversaries

Wacky Days in March

According to the Personnel Policy, on the last day of the pay 
period which includes March 31, all vacation leave in excess 
of the amount of vacation leave which could be earned in 18 
months of service, shall be forfeited by the employee. March 
31 falls in the pay period of March 23 - April 5. This means 
as of April 5 your vacation hours need to be at or under the 
carryover amount allowed or they will be forfeited. Don't forget 
to include the hours accrued in the March 23 payperiod. A list 
of those employees who may be subject to losing vacation 
time has been distributed to the Department Directors. 
Contact Administrative Services with any questions.

Don't Lose Vacation Time

Welcome to the City of Casa Grande

Captain Todd Hanley is new 
to our Police Department.

Captain J.R. Parrow is 
another new addition to our 
Police Department.

Josh Delgado joins the Streets 
Department as a Maintenance 
Worker.



It's that time of year to come out and enjoy Casa Grande's 
newest hiking trails with family and fellow co-workers.  
Take a look at all the new trails that were developed by 
volunteers.

                          When: Saturday, March 22

               Where:  Meet at the Peart Road Trailhead
                             1086 S. Peart Road

               Time:  Hike begins at 8 a.m.
                          Light lunch served at 11 a.m.

     Please RSVP to Matt Jankowski, Ext. 4540 or 
          matt_jankowski@casagrandeaz.gov
 
 Hike prizes will be given out throughout the event!

Bring your own chair(s)
Wear appropriate footwear
Water will be provided
Dress for weather conditions

Time to Take a Hike Plein Air Event a Success

What exactly is "Plein Air" art?  Plein air, a French word, 
literally translates as 'open air', and is defined as painting or 
drawing done outside, in the open air.  Each year in February, 
the City Clerk's Office acts as the liaison between the Arts & 
Humanities Commission and the many artists who come to 
Casa Grande to participate in this unique painting event.  This 
year over 30 artists submitted their works of art for judging at 
the end of the day on Saturday, February 22.  The works were 
displayed at the Woman's Club for judging by a five-member 
panel. The event was open to artists of all ages and painting 
styles.  Below are pictures of the winning paintings.  They are 
currently on display at the top of the stairs at City Hall.

Public Safety Awareness Day, Saturday, March 15, 10 a.m. 
-3 p.m., Target parking lot at the Promenade Mall.  Join 
us for a fun-filled day of safety and security. Public safety 
personnel and volunteers will be on hand to answer your 
security questions.  The event includes the following free 
services: VIN etching, prescription drug turn-in, Animal Care 
& Adoption Center, home security advice, Neighborhood 
Watch Program, and S.W.A.T.  It's the perfect place to learn 
more about how you can protect your family and your 
property. 

33rd Annual Catfish Rodeo, Saturday, March 15, 6 - 10 
a.m., Dave White Park.  Fishing is open to youth ages 15 
and under. Participants compete in a variety of contests 
for prizes. Food, beverages, and bait will be sold during the 
event. Bring your own fishing poles and tackle.  Entry fee is 
$3.  For more information, contact Parks & Recreation.

Hershey Track & Field, This nationally sponsored youth 
track program is scheduled for Friday, March 28, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. at VistaGrande High School Check-in begins 
at 5:30 p.m. The meet is open to youth ages 7-14 and will 
include running events, long jump, and softball throw. 
The event is FREE to all participants who pre-register by 
Thursday, March 27.  All ON SITE registrations will be charged 
$1 per event. Winners in each event per age and gender 
category will advance to the next level of competition. For 
more information contact Jeff at 520-421-8677, Ext. 4560.

      Best of Show - Adult

     "The Day in Old Town"  

Matthew Sterbenz, Chandler

       2nd Place - Adult

       "Desert Morning"

David Mihalic, Missoula, 
Montana

     People's Choice - Adult

                 "Sexy Lace"

       Elaine Kinser, Coolidge

Best of Show - Youth

"Floating Cathedral"

Maria 
Predtechenskaya, 
Chandler

People's Choice & 
2nd Place - Youth

   "Casa Grande Mountain"

Gabriel Marquez, Casa 
Grande

Upcoming Events


