
SHONESSY HOUSE 
Adobe    Built Pre-1890   115 W. Main Avenue

(National & Local Historic Registers)         

Some of the most elite and well respected 
businessmen in Casa Grande’s early history lived 
in this home.  

1880’s  W.C. Smith (owned one of the first stores 
on Main Street)

1900 – 1919  William F.  Shonessy (on the inaugu-
ral  five member town council)

1920’s   Mr.  & Mrs. Harry Fisher (mortician)

1933 – 1943  Don Chun Wo    (Grocery Store Owner  &  Apartment Manager at the two- story,  first cast-
in-place concrete building that  Mr. Shonessy  built in 1913 on the corner next door to the home.)  

The home is an outstanding example of an early settlement style, adobe and wood construction house 
in Casa Grande.  Although the original shingle roof has been replaced with corrugated metal and there 
are window changes at the rear, the building preserves most of its original integrity.  The Casa Grande 
Dispatch reported on September 29, 1916 that “ Mr. Shonessy, who was never backward about improv-
ing his property, was having Nick Schweitzer lay a cement front porch and walkway.”  The walkway was 
removed sometime after the 1982 Historic Property Survey was prepared.

Historic Property Names are primarily chosen based on a resident’s  significance in the community and 
length of time in the residence.  Mr. Shonessy, a rancher and businessman, came to Casa Grande from 
Cochise County at age 65 and resided here for the next 20 years.  He was appointed by the County Board 
of Supervisors to the inaugural five-member town council.   He was on the committee to draft Casa 
Grande’s original Articles of Incorporation.   Often referred to as “one of the city’s best known and liked 
citizens, he owned a considerable amount of property and business holdings.  He is reported to have 
invested $5,000 in Victory Bonds during the life of the sale (US government issued bonds to raise money 
for our country’s involvement in World War I).

Mr. Shonessy died in San Diego on March 4, 1922.  The “Bulletin” reported on March 11, 1922 that he 
was a vet of the civil war and no man had a deeper reverence for flag and country.  Good natured, big 
hearted and a reputation for square dealing that was known all over Arizona.

At present the property is owned by the City of Casa Grande.  It’s located within the “Life on Main” proj-
ect area along Main Avenue, recently approved by the City Council for a Master Plan development area.  
It has been reported that the two historic properties acquired at this location would be renovated and 
restored following completion of this plan.
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A Look Back in Time...
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