
GUSTAV KRATZKA HOUSE 
Concrete Bungalow    Built 1929   319 W. 3rd Street

(National & Local Historic Registers)         

At the corner of Maricopa and W. 3rd 
Street, just off of Florence Boulevard, sits an  
unpretentious single-story concrete bungalow.  

In 1911, Gustav Kratzka, a German immigrant and 
retired baker, and his new wife Helene, moved to 
Casa Grande from Long Beach, California.  They 
promptly acquired 720 acres of patented desert 
land west of the city and brought several carloads of  
cattle, horses, and hogs with them.
  
The Kratzkas opened the Berlin Bakery and Café on Main Street in 1912.  The bakery burned down in 
the 1914 fire that devastated much of Casa Grande, but Mr. Kratzka rebuilt the business and operated 
the bakery until he retired in 1928, at which time he also sold his farm.  In 1929, Gustav Kratzka built his 
retirement home at its current location. 
 
Following his retirement, this true Casa Grande pioneer became involved with a variety of civic activities.  
Perhaps most importantly, Mr. Kratzka was on the committee that drew up the Articles of Incorporation 
for the City of Casa Grande in 1914 and served on the first City Council.  He was elected director of the 
Casa Grande Valley Water User’s Association, helped organize a brass band, and bred Percheron horses.

In 1982, when the Kratzka residence was nominated for inclusion on the National Register of Historic 
Places, it was described as a large single-story bungalow of rusticated concrete block construction with 
a medium-pitched gable roof covered with composition shingles.  The broad over-hanging roof has 
exposed eaves and the gable and main façade are bracketed.  A full-length open porch with low square 
pillars form the entry and block support piers sit at the corners.  A porch to the south could be closed or 
opened depending on whether a breeze was desired or not.  The exterior of the house looks much the 
same today. 
 
For its day, the house had a few unusual features.  Unlike many homes of the period, it had a bathroom 
large enough for a tub and shower.  Perhaps the most unusual feature was a cupboard known as a 
“California Cooler”.  The cupboard, which was connected to the cool basement, allowed the flow of the 
cooler air to keep the house fairly comfortable during the hot summer months.  

In 1987, Friends of the Arts, Inc. purchased the Kratzka residence, restored it, and opened the Casa 
Grande Art Museum.  Now well shaded, the museum has a sculpture garden filled with the works of 
Arizona artists and regularly features the work of a local artist.  The art museum is open 1 p.m.-4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday from September to May. 
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A Look Back in Time...
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