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6.1 Introduction: The construction of the proposed Casa Grande Regional Trail
System will occur over a period of years.  Trail development
will typically occur when new residential, commercial, or other
projects (or approved phases thereof) are constructed. 
Community Trails will be constructed when development occurs
on lands adjacent to the proposed trail segment or when a
proposed trail crosses the subject property.  Neighborhood
Trails will be constructed concurrently with the development of
new residential projects.

The development-driven approach to trail system construction
may need to be supplemented by City-initiated projects that
serve to expand and/or connect key elements of the proposed
Community Trail system.  

6.2 Development
Funded Trail
Construction
Projects

The construction of roads, utilities, and other infrastructure
elements needed to support new residential communities and
businesses is typically the responsibility of the developer.  The
City of Casa Grande, and most other municipalities, require the
developer of a project to design, engineer, and construct
improvements such as roads, drainageways, sewers, and water
systems as needed to support the proposed new development. 
These improvements must be designed and constructed to
established standards. 

This approach to municipal infrastructure construction should
be expanded to include trails and it should be the primary
mechanism for trail system development.

6.3 City Funded Trail
Construction
Projects

There will inevitably be instances where it may be desirable or
necessary for the City of Casa Grande to initiate trail
construction projects.  This may occur during the initial phases
of trail system development, when the construction of a basic
network of trails is desired.  It may also be the case when gaps
in the trail system reduce or preclude public use of a trail or
diminish the value of the overall trail system.

City funded projects may also be the preferred alternative when
trails are being developed in conjunction with other public
works projects such as roadways and utility lines.  In such
instances, the City should consider the potential cost savings
associated with including trail development as part of the scope
of the overall project.
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6.4 Acquisition of
Easements and
Rights-of-Way

As a follow-up to the adoption of this Master Plan, the City of
Casa Grande should begin the on-going process of acquiring
easements, rights-of-way, or agreements, as will be needed for
future trails.  The early acquisition of corridors for the proposed
community trails will facilitate and expedite the trail
development process in the future.  

The development of an inter-governmental agreement (IGA)
with the San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District is an
example of this strategy.  While construction of the proposed
trails along the District’s canals may not yet be possible, the
development of an agreement that allows these trails to be
constructed in the future should be negotiated in a timely
manner.  

6.5 Coordination  with
other Jurisdictions

The development of a regional trail system is a goal that is
shared by other communities and jurisdictions in the region. 
Pinal County, for example, has similarly developed a trails
master plan.  Some of the trails proposed by the County connect
with proposed Community Trails.  Others will pass through or
near the City’s planning boundary.  Opportunities for the joint
development of trails should be pursued whenever possible.

6.6 Responsibilities for
Trail System
Development

Outlined on the following pages are specific responsibilities for
trail system design, engineering, construction, and maintenance. 
Also noted are requirements for right-of-way and/or easement
dedications.
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6.7 Responsibilities for
Linear Park
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

City of Casa Grande

Required dedications Dedication of linear park
corridor right-of-way to City of
Casa Grande (where applicable)

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

City of Casa Grande

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.8 Responsibilities
for Community
Trail
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

HOA (as common area) or similar
entity (or City of Casa Grande)*

Required dedications Dedication of public access
easement to City of Casa Grande

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA, etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

Maintenance of Trails (paved and
unpaved, as applicable) by the
City of Casa Grande

Maintenance of all other Trail
Corridor Improvements by
developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA, etc.)

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial to
the development of the overall trail system.
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6.9 Responsibilities for
Spur Trail
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

HOA (as common area) or
similar entity (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Required dedications Dedication of public access
easement to City of Casa Grande

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

Maintenance of Trails (paved
and unpaved, as applicable) by
the City of Casa Grande

Maintenance of all other Spur
Trail Corridor Improvements by
developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.10 Responsibilities for
Rural / Unpaved
Trail Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

HOA (as common area) or
similar entity

Required dedications Dedication of public access
easement to City of Casa Grande

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

Maintenance of Trails by the
City of Casa Grande

Maintenance of all other Rural /
Unpaved Trail Corridor
Improvements by developer of
subject / adjacent property or
successors (HOA, etc.)

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.11 Responsibilities for
Primitive Trail
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

City of Casa Grande or
developer of project with natural
resource / trails park

Construction (including
funding)

City of Casa Grande or
developer of project with natural
resource / trails park

Ownership of underlying
property

City of Casa Grande or
developer of project with natural
resource / trails park

Required dedications Dedication of public access
easement to City (where
applicable)

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

City of Casa Grande or
developer of project with natural
resource / trails park

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

City of Casa Grande or
developer of project with natural
resource / trails park

Trigger initiating
development of trail

Provisions of development
agreement (or City initiated
project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.12 Responsibilities for
Enhanced Bicycle /
Pedestrian
Corridor
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

City of Casa Grande

Required dedications Dedication of corridor right-of-
way to the City of Casa Grande,
(where applicable)

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

City of Casa Grande

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.13 Responsibilities for
Regional
Trailhead
Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property (or City of Casa
Grande)*

Ownership of underlying
property

City of Casa Grande

Required dedications Dedication of right-of-way to
City of Casa Grande or other
public agency

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject / adjacent
property or successors (HOA,
etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period

City of Casa Grande

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or  adjacent parcel (or City
initiated project)*

* Note: City may elect to initiate the design, engineering,
and/or construction of project as deemed beneficial
to the development of the overall trail system.
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6.14 Responsibilities for
Primary
Neighborhood
Trail Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject property

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject  property

Ownership of underlying
property

Developer, HOA (as common
area), or similar entity

Required dedications None

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject  property or
successors (HOA, etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

Developer of subject  property or
successors (HOA, etc.)

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or parcel 

* Note: Land and all improvement to remain in private
ownership with public access easement to allow for
general public use.
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6.15 Responsibilities for
Secondary
Neighborhood
Trail Development

Task / Activity: Responsible Party:

Design and engineering
(including funding)

Developer of subject property

Construction (including
funding)

Developer of subject  property

Ownership of underlying
property

Developer, HOA (as common
area), or similar entity

Required dedications None

Maintenance (initial two-
year period)

Developer of subject  property or
successors (HOA, etc.)

Maintenance (after initial
two-year period)

Developer of subject  property or
successors (HOA, etc.)

Trigger initiating
development of trail

PAD, subdivision plat, or other
development proposal on subject
or parcel 

* Note: Land and all improvement to remain in private
ownership with public access easement to allow for
general public use.
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6.16 Action Plan The following actions are recommended:

Immediate and Short-Term Actions:

• Amend the City of Casa Grande City Code to require the
dedication of trail corridors and the construction of
Community Trails, as described herein, when the proposed
trail is within or adjacent to a new development.

• Amend the City of Casa Grande City Code to require the
dedication of trail corridors and the construction of
Neighborhood Trails and trailheads, as described herein,
within all new developments.

• Prepare and enter into an inter-governmental agreement
with the San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District
related to trail development along irrigation canal
corridors.

• Prepare and enter into an agreement with the El Paso
Natural Gas Company related to trail development along
underground gas pipeline corridors.

• Initiate discussions with the Arizona State Land
Department related to trail development on parcels of State
Trust land within the Casa Grande planning boundary so
that trail corridor dedications and trail development
requirements are appropriately incorporated into the
planning of State Trust Lands. 

• Continue negotiations with the U.S. Army National Guard,
as-needed, to secure authorization for the use of federal
lands adjacent to Casa Grande Mountain Park (Section 15, 
T7S-R6E) for trails and other appropriate public recreation
purposes.  

• Continue negotiations with the Bureau of Land
Management related to the transfer of 80 acres of federal
land to the City of Casa Grande for management and
incorporation into Casa Grande Mountain Park.
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On-Going Actions:

• Review all new development proposals for compliance
with this Regional Trail System Master Plan and
applicable Zoning Code requirements.

• Include specific requirements related to trail corridor
dedication and trail construction in all new Development
Agreements negotiated by the City of Casa Grande, as
appropriate.

• Conduct regularly scheduled coordination meetings with
Pinal County and others as required to coordinate trail
system development in the region.   




