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3.1 Introduction: The lands within the Casa Grande planning boundary exhibit the
basin and range topography and geology that are typical of the
southwest.  The Casa Grande Mountains on the south and the
Sacaton Mountains on the north bracket a broad valley that
encompasses the City.  From vantage points in these mountains,
it is possible to see the entire community and large portions of
the surrounding Sonoran Desert.

These views, combined with the geological and biological
features of the mountain ranges, have long been an attraction to
residents of the valley.  Residents of the valley have visited and
recreated in the mountains for as long as humans have been
present in the region.

In recent decades, the Casa Grande Mountains and the Sacaton
Mountains have been extensively used by hikers, equestrians,
mountain bikers, and sightseers.  Trail systems were developed
by users to support these recreational activities.  Some of these
trails were constructed on public land, some were constructed on
private land, and most were built without any official
authorization.

With the recent growth in the region, some of the areas
historically used for recreation have been developed while other
areas have been closed to the public in preparation for future
development.  Additionally, many of the routes used for access
to public lands have been lost as undeveloped desert has been
converted to new residential subdivisions.

With increased demand and reduced opportunity, it was
important that the Regional Trail System Master Plan address the
need for trails within the mountains and foothills surrounding the
community.

3.2 Existing and
Proposed Natural
Resource and Trail
Parks:

Casa Grande Mountain Park and North Mountain Park are both
owned by the City of Casa Grande and offer opportunities for
trail related recreation.  The existing trail systems and proposed
improvements within each of these two areas are discussed
below.
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Two additional areas have been identified as potential natural
resource / trail parks.  The first of these is a small hilly area in
Section 1 (Township 6 South - Range 6 East, G&SRM).  This
centrally located 124 acre site is part of a larger State Trust Land
parcel.  It offers opportunities for novice mountain bicycle
riding as well as other trail related activities.

The second is in the foothills of the Sacaton Mountains.  This
site is approximately 950 acres in area and encompasses several
parcels.  It is characterized by hilly topography that is generally
unsuitable for conventional urban development.  The site is
privately owned but the concept of preserving selected foothill
areas as open space, and using them for appropriate recreational
activities, is consistent with the preliminary land use plans
presented by the owner to the City of Casa Grande.

The scope, character, and features of this potential Natural
Resource and Trail Park need to be developed as part of a
collaborative design effort by the owner and the City of Casa
Grande.  Additional information on this and the other Natural
Resource and Trail Parks recommended by this Master Plan is
provided below.

3.3 Casa Grande
Mountain Park:

Casa Grande Mountain Park is a City-owned tract of land,
approximately 1,114 acres in area, that encompasses much of
the Casa Grande Mountains.  There are, however, significant
portions of the mountain range and surrounding foothills that are
not owned by the City.  On the west side of the range, there is an
800 acre parcel of land (located within Sections 10 and 15,
Township 7 South - Range 6 East G&SRM) that is owned by
the federal government and occasionally used as a National
Guard training site.  On the south end of the range, there is an
80 acre parcel that is also owned by the federal government and
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

East of the mountain range privately owned land extends
through the foothills and up the face of the mountain. 
Subdivision plats and land use plans for some of these privately
owned parcels have recently been submitted to the City of Casa
Grande for review and approval.
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The pattern of land ownership within and adjacent to the
mountain range creates northern and southern park areas
connected by a narrow strip of land.  (See Figures 3-A and 3-B).

Casa Grande Mountain Park currently features a network of
single-track hiking, equestrian, and mountain biking trails. 
These trails are extensively used and local users have expressed
an interest in expanding the existing network of trails.  In
response to this request, the City of Casa Grande has been
actively working with advocacy groups and interested citizens to
develop a plan for an expanded trail system.  The plan adds
additional trails, closes certain poorly constructed trails, and
reduces the potential for user trespass on adjacent private or
restricted access public lands.  The proposed trail system is
shown in Figure 3-B.

In addition to the planning of an expanded trail system, the City
has initiated discussions with the Arizona Army National Guard
regarding the development of trails in Sections 10 and 15.  The
City has proposed that all or some of this land be opened for
trail related recreational purposes.  The Army responded with
interest and extended an offer to engage in further discussions. 
These discussions were on-going as of the date of this report.

The City of Casa Grande is also working closely with the
Bureau of Land Management regarding the transfer of the 80
acre parcel at the south end of the range from the federal
government to the City of Casa Grande for management
purposes.  This transfer is being implemented under the
guidelines of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act.  It is
anticipated that the subject 80 acre parcel will become part of
Casa Grande Mountain Park in the near future.

The existing trails within Casa Grande Mountain Park, the new
trails currently proposed, and the additional trails that may be
constructed on adjacent federal lands represent an important
community resource.  The incorporation of these trails into the
City of Casa Grande’s regional trail system is a key element of
this Master Plan.
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3.4 North Mountain
Park:

North Mountain Park is a City park, approximately 321 acres in
size, located in the far northeast corner of the planning area.  It
is bounded by the Gila River Indian Community along its north
and east boundaries.  It is bounded by State Trust Land on the
west and private land on the south.

North Mountain Park features a loop road with dispersed picnic
ramadas and restrooms.  The existing roads are used for
walking, mountain biking, and horseback riding and these uses
are anticipated to continue.

The Community Trail system proposed by this Master Plan
includes several new trails that will extend from North
Mountain Park on to adjacent State Trust Lands.  To support
existing and future use, this Master Plan also recommends the
construction of a community trailhead facility at North
Mountain Park.

3.5 Section 1 Natural
Resource and Trail
Park:

A 124 acre parcel of State Trust Land has been identified by this
Master Plan as a potential Natural Resource and Trail Park. 
This site is located in Section 1 (Township 6 South - Range 6
East, G&SRM).  It is southwest of the Casa Grande airport and
adjacent to the proposed Airport Trail (See Figure 3-A).

The site consists of small hills that offer opportunities for
walking, horseback riding, and mountain bike use.  There are a
few existing tracks on the site.  These should be examined for
their potential as safe and attractive multi-use trails. 
Opportunities for the expansion of the trail system should also
be investigated.

It is the recommendation of this Master Plan that the subject site
be identified as a Natural Resource / Trail Park and that the City
work with the State Land Department to ensure that this
designation is included in any land use plan developed by the
Department or others for the subject property.

3.6 Sacaton Mountain
Foothills Natural
Resource and Trail
Park:

The southern foothills of the Sacaton Mountains have
historically been an area where residents of the community have
engaged in equestrian, mountain biking, and hiking activities. 
In some instances, these activities occurred with the consent of
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area land-owners.  In other instances, the land-owners simply
did not object.

In recent years, however, access to these lands has been
restricted.  Inappropriate activities, such as uncontrolled off-
highway vehicle use, have resulted in damage to the visual and
natural resources of the area.  To reduce this environmental
damage, landowners have fenced much of the subject property.

The current challenge is to develop a collaborative partnership
between the private land owner(s) and the City.  This
partnership  must continue the owner’s stewardship of the land
while at the same time allow for appropriate public recreational
uses in the area.

This Master Plan has identified three parcels of land that, if
preserved as open space, can serve as a visual amenity for the
planned residential development.  The preserved open space can
also serve as a recreational resource for residents of the new
community and residents of the Casa Grande metropolitan area.

The boundaries of the proposed Natural Resource / Trail Park as
depicted in this Master Plan should be considered approximate. 
The final boundaries of the park should be established in
conjunction with the final land use plan for the overall area. 
Whatever the final boundaries may be, it is the recommendation
of this Master Plan that a Natural Resource / Trails Park be
established, that perpetual public access be accommodated, and
that appropriate non-motorized, multi-use trails be developed.

3.7 Trail Types to be
Developed within
Natural Resource
and Trail Parks:

It is recommended that all trails developed within the City’s
system of Natural Resource and Trails Parks be Primitive Trails. 
As such they will be unpaved, single-track trails improved only
as needed to provide a safe stable surface that will drain and
prevent erosion.  Illustrations showing the character of a typical
Primitive Trail are included as Figures 2-L and 2-BB, herein. 
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This map is intended to show the approximate alignment of 
the proposed trails.  The alignments shown should be considered
preliminary and subject to minor adjustment.  The final alignment of
each trail segment shall be established in conjunction with the design 
of the private developments and public infrastructure projects that 
are adjacent to the subject trail segment.  Connections between
individual trails and connections between trails and community
facilities as shown on this map shall be maintained.

Note: Planning Boundary shown is boundary as of November 15, 2007.
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This map is intended to show the approximate alignment of 
the proposed trails.  The alignments shown should be considered
preliminary and subject to minor adjustment.  The final alignment of
each trail segment shall be established in conjunction with the design 
of the private developments and public infrastructure projects that 
are adjacent to the subject trail segment.  Connections between
individual trails and connections between trails and community
facilities as shown on this map shall be maintained.

Note: Planning Boundary shown is boundary as of November 15, 2007.




