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Volunteers Needed to Install Smoke Alarms

The Casa Grande Fire Department is looking for  
volunteers to install smoke alarms as part of the  
annual Smoke Alarm Installation Program, to be 
held on Saturday, October 11 from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 Noon. Groups of volunteers will install smoke  
alarms/batteries in homes in the College Park and  
Burruss Park area.  All volunteers will be trained on how 
to properly install smoke alarms.

This is the 8th year the Casa Grande Fire Department 
has coordinated the event to increase awareness 
and provide education on smoke alarm use and fire  
escape plans in the home.  Since the beginning of the  
program, volunteers have replaced nearly 5,500 smoke 
alarms in homes throughout the community and replaced tens of thousands of batteries as well. 

Fire Prevention Officer and event organizer Andrew Hensley says, “Volunteers are desperately needed 
to sustain this life saving program. This community is full of individuals and businesses that believe in 
the quality of life Casa Grande provides and we need everyone to help us meet our installation goals 
so together we can help provide a safer and more prepared Casa Grande. Smoke Alarms are all too 
often overlooked when in fact they are an excellent protector from life and property loss in the event 
of a fire in your home.”

Statistics show that the majority of deaths due to fire and smoke happen in homes where there were 
non-working or non-existent smoke alarms.  According to Casa Grande Fire Marshal Barbara Rice, a 
smoke alarm should be present in every bedroom, hallway and on every level (story) of a home, and 
should be tested monthly. “If a resident is unable to reach a smoke alarm or is having any challenges 
at all in that regard, they should all know that they can call us to replace or check their smoke alarm 
for them,” she says.

This year volunteers are needed to install alarms and/or replace batteries in over 500 homes in the  
College and Burruss Parks  area.  The Casa Grande Fire Department has identified the area as high-risk 
for fires, based on local statistics.  Homes in the area range in age from the early 1980s to today and the 
smoke alarms, if any, that are in the homes are likely expired and are no longer recommended for use.

If you would like to volunteer for this event, please fill out an application form by visiting  
www.casagrandeaz.gov/smoke-alarm-install.  For more information contact Fire Prevention Officer 
Andrew Hensley  at (520) 421-8777 Ext. 5980 or andrew_hensley@casagrandeaz.gov

The event this year is sponsored by American Family Insurance, Olive Garden, Frito Lay, AZ Burn  
Center, and NativeAir.

FIRST Tuesdays
Downtown Street Scene
5:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Florence Street and 2nd Street
“Oktoberfest” - October 7
Live Entertainment, Food & More!

THIRD Tuesdays
Day Out Downtown
9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Historical Walking Tour
Merchant Scavenger Hunt
Outdoor Market 

To learn more, visit www.cgmainstreet.org

Silent Witness Anti-Crime Night 
Friday, October 3      6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Carr McNatt Park      1115 N. Brown Ave.
FREE Admission

Mark your calendar for this favorite family annual event  
dedicated to all things safety.   Enjoy displays by local 
public safety organizations and fun games, including 
the Titanic tilt, All-American joust, soccer cage, obstacle 
course and more!

Saturday, October 11
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

www.casagrandeaz.gov/smoke-alarm-install

WHEN

Volunteers Needed for  
Mayor’s Reading Club

The Mayor’s Reading Club is looking for  
volunteers to read to elementary school  
children K-3 in the morning from 8:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.  Volunteers are sent to one school 
per month and may read to 3-4 classes for 15 
minutes in each class.  Books are supplied by 
the Casa Grande Public Library or you may 
bring your own age-appropriate story to 
share.

To sign up, please visit www.casagrandeaz.
gov/rec/library/mayors-reading-club or  
contact Caren Rausis at (520) 421-8600 Ext. 
1080, crausis@casagrandeaz.gov

www.cgmainstreet.org


Casa Grande has more than doubled in population from 20,000  
residents in 2000 to over 50,000 residents today.  This growth in  
population also means an increase in the number of miles, street lights 
and traffic signals in the community. 

Since 2003 the number of road miles within the City’s inventory has 
grown from 307 to 414 miles, the number of street lights has increased from 1638 to 5350, and the 
number of traffic signals has increased from 27 to 44.  The newest traffic signal was installed in March 
2014 at the intersection of Trekell Road and O’Neil Drive to reduce traffic congestion caused by the 
nearby school.

According to City Traffic Engineer Duane Eitel,  
developers are required to submit a Traffic 
Impact Analysis before they construct their  
development. “If that analysis indicates  
traffic will increase as the direct result of the  
development, then the developer is required 
to fund the installation of a traffic device to  
mitigate the impact,” explains Eitel.

The city traffic engineer reviews the Traffic  
Impact Analysis for each development project 
and makes recommendations for traffic devices 
and locations to alleviate congestion caused 
by the development. The city traffic engineer 
also makes recommendations for other traffic 
devices in the community based on projected 
growth, traffic patterns and police accident reports. 

Traffic devices needed in other parts of the community that are not directly the result of a new  
development are installed when funding is available. Most of the funding comes from the state’s  
Highway User Revenue Fund (HURF), which are primarily gas tax and vehicle license fees, and the ½ 
cent sales tax from Pinal County.  

Casa Grande receives about $3.1 million  
annually from HURF and $1.7 million from the ½ 
cent sales tax.  With the advent of more fuel efficient 
vehicles and the state’s shifting of money to the  
Department of Public Safety, Casa Grande’s 
share of HURF revenues has decreased in the 
last few years.  HURF funds are also used for road  
maintenance and road construction.

In 2012 the City conducted a transportation study 
where it reviewed 200 busy intersections in the 
community, narrowed that down to the top 20, 
and further narrowed it down to the top 13.  The 
City then conducted a traffic signal warrant study 
on the 13 intersections and developed a priority 
list of which intersections to signalize.

There are currently 44 traffic signals in 
Casa Grande.

FAST 
FACT

City Court Implements  
New Fees
The Casa Grande Municipal Court has  
implemented two new fees to help cover 
court operations.   The new fees, which were 
approved by the City Council in July, include 
a $20 court security fee and a $50 compliance 
recovery fee.  Both fees become effective in 
September.

The $20 court security fee will be added 
to all municipal offenders who schedule a  
payment plan of a fine assessed for any crimi-
nal offense, civil offense or court-authorized  
diversion program.  Anyone who pays a fine 
in full will not be charged the $20 court  
security fee. 

The new court security fee will be used to 
fund the court’s security measures, which 
were added to the Court’s operational  
expenses in 2011 when the new courthouse 
opened at 375 East 9th Street.  

A separate $50 compliance recovery fee will 
be added to offenders who fail to comply 
with the orders of the court without good 
cause.  This compliance recovery fee is meant 
to offset the costs of enforcing the orders of 
the court, which include mailing, printing 
and paying a probation monitor.

The city judge reserves the right to waive 
all or a portion of the court compliance  
recovery fee when the judge determines 
that such waiver would be in the interest of  
justice, or after finding that the defendant 
has a substantial financial hardship or is  
indigent based on sworn testimony or  
affidavits of the person. 

The purpose of the security fee and the  
compliance fee is to reduce the amount of 
money allocated to the court from the City’s 
general fund.

The Casa Grande Municipal Court is located 
at 373 East 9th Street.  Regular staffed hours 
are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  For more information call (520) 
421-8675.

Traffic Signals in Casa Grande

In 2012, 31,592 people were screened 
through the building’s security system.  
In 2013, that number increased to 38,436.  

FAST 
FACT

Casa Grande Ave. and McCartney Road
Peart Road and McCartney Road
Peart Road and Rodeo Road
Trekell Road and O’Neil Drive
Peart Road and O’Neil Drive
Henness Road and Cottonwood Lane
Mission Parkway and Cottonwood Lane
Colorado Street and McMurray Boulevard
Arizola Road and McMurray Boulevard
Henness Road and McMurray Boulevard
Jimmie Kerr Boulevard and Sunland Gin Road
Arizola Road and Kortsen Road
Peart Road and Doan Street

INTERSECTIONS
STUDIED FOR SIGNALS

The Government Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) has given the City of Casa Grande 
an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual 
Financial Reporting for its Annual Report for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2013.  

In order to receive the award, a government agency must 
publish a Popular Annual Financial Report, whose contents 
conform to program standards of creativity, presentation, 
understandability and reader appeal.  This is the third year 
the City of Casa Grande has received a Popular Award.  
The 2013 Popular Annual Financial Report was mailed to  
residents via the City’s utility bill in January 2014.

City Recognized for Excellence in Financial Reporting



Do I Need A Permit For That?
         

A building permit is required when any  
structural change or major alteration is made 
to a building or when any new construction 
is undertaken. Mechanical, plumbing and  
electrical work done as part of a building  
project is included in the building permit. If 
you are only doing mechanical, plumbing and  
electrical work then a separate permit is 
required.

A building permit is not required for  
painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets,  
countertops, and similar finish work. If you are 
replacing roofing material with similar material, 
a permit is not required. If the roofing material 
is different, however, then a permit is required.

Why do I need a permit?

A permit ensures the construction complies 
with the City of Casa Grande codes and  
regulations.   A city inspector may discover 
faulty materials, deviations from the approved 
plans or violations of the building codes and 
zoning codes that may result in an unsafe or 
hazardous condition for you and your family. 

For more information about residential  
permits, building and zoning requirements, 
contact City staff at (520) 421-8630 or visit City 
Hall at 510 E. Florence Blvd. (Monday - Friday, 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)

Report Issues Using 
Your Mobile Device

Download the mycasagrande 
mobile app to report 
potholes, graffiti and other 
service issues.  The free app 
works on both Android and 
Apple devices.

When you dial 911 in Casa Grande, the call is routed to the Public Safety 
Communications Center where a dispatcher answers your call.  911 call 
takers are trained to get the most important information as quickly as 
possible to get help on the way to an emergency situation.

Staying calm can be one of the most difficult, yet most important, 
things you do when calling 911.  The questions 911 call takers ask, no 
matter how relevant they seem, are important in helping get the first 
responders to you as fast as possible.

Although most cell phones plot your location, some don’t, so it’s important to always provide the 
911 caller with your location.  Depending on the emergency situation, police and/or fire will be 
dispatched to help. 

If you call 911 by mistake, DO NOT hang up the phone.

If you happen to call 911 by accident, 
stay on the line until you can tell the 
dispatcher that you called by accident 
and there is no emergency. This saves 
the 911 dispatcher from having to 
call you back and confirm there is no 
emergency or possibly sending police 
with lights and sirens to check your 
address for an emergency.

911 Emergency Calls in Casa Grande

Operable cell phones with no service can still call 
911. So please, do not give your operable cell phone 
to your children to play with.

FAST 
FACT

The City of Casa Grande is pleased to announce that Ballet Arizona will be coming to Casa Grande again this 
year as part of their statewide “Ballet Under the Stars” season opening series.  Free and open to the public, 
Ballet Under the Stars allows Arizona communities to enjoy a professional ballet performance in a unique 
outdoor setting complete with stage, lighting, costumes and beautiful Arizona weather.

Dave White Municipal Golf Course

*All rates are per person, tax not included.  
These rates are subject to change. 

Before 1 pm:
18 holes with cart          $24.00
18 holes walking            $18.00
9 holes with cart             $18.00
9 holes walking               $12.00

(520) 836-9216      2121 N. Thornton Road, Casa Grande

September through October Rates
After 1 pm:

18 holes with cart          $19.00
18 holes walking            $13.00
9 holes with cart             $14.00
9 holes walking               $8.00



City Beat is a publication of the City’s Public Information Office.  (520) 421-8627 • pio@casagrandeaz.gov

Planning/Zoning Commission  9/4, 6pm  Council Chambers  Planning, 421-8637
A Night of Remembrance  9/11, 6:30pm Peart Park  Parks & Recreation, 421-8677
Doggie Dive-In   9/13, 2pm Palm Island Aquatic Center Parks & Recreation, 421-8677 $
City Council Meeting  9/15, 7pm Council Chambers  City Clerk, 421-8608
Day of Playtopia   9/19, 6pm Carr McNatt Park  Parks & Recreation, 421-8677
Concert in the Park   9/19, 6pm Peart Park  Parks & Recreation, 421-8677
Ballet Under the Stars  9/20, 7pm Paul Mason Sportsplex Parks & Recreation, 421-8677  
Viva Grande   9/27, 5:30pm Paul Mason Sportsplex  Parks & Recreation, 421-8677 
City Council Meeting  10/6, 7pm Council Chambers  City Clerk, 421-8608
Planning/Zoning Commission  10/2, 6pm Council Chambers  Planning, 421-8637
City Council Meeting  10/20, 7pm Council Chambers  City Clerk, 421-8608
Trunk ‘R Treat   10/22, 10am Senior Center   Parks & Recreation, 421-8677 

EVENT                                          DATE/TIME      LOCATION                     CONTACT   Area Code 520    

CALENDAR OF EVENTS/MEETINGS   For more events/meetings, visit www.casagrandeaz.gov                                

City Council
Robert Jackson, Mayor
Mary Kortsen, Mayor Pro Tempore
Dick Powell, Councilmember
Karl Montoya, Councilmember
Matt Herman, Councilmember
Lisa Fitzgibbons, Councilmember
Ralph Varela, Councilmember

City Contacts

Area Code is 520
Animal Control  
Building  
City Attorney 
City Clerk 
City Court  
City Manager 
Finance  
Fire Department  
Golf Course  
Housing 
Human Resources 
Landfill  
Library  
Parks & Recreation
Police Department
Planning/Zoning    
Public Works           
Senior Center  

426-9300
421-8630
421-8600
421-8608
421-8675
421-8600
421-8601
421-8777
836-9216
421-8670
421-8600
421-8628
421-8710
421-8677
421-8711
421-8637
421-8625
421-8760

City Scene: Your Inside Look at Casa Grande
Monthly program that features different projects/events happening in 
Casa Grande. The show offers giveaways to lucky viewers.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday
7:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.

September Topics:
Smoke Alarm Installation Program
Viva Grande Celebration

Parade of Paws
Program that features pets available for adoption.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday
7:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Council Meetings
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Sunday
12:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

Cox Channel 11 Programs

Need a recycling bin?   
Call Public Works at 
(520) 421-8625 or visit  
www.casagrandeaz.gov

Please Recycle Please DO NOT Recycle

LOS NINOS FUN ZONE/PINATA BUSTING

   AY, CHIHUAHUA! FASHION SHOW

HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT

SALSA CHALLENGE

JALAPENO EATING CONTEST

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT & LUCHA LIBRE

Saturday, September 27
5:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

Paul Mason Sportsplex
2525 N. Pinal Avenue

Questions?  Call Parks and Recreation at (520) 421-8760     

Sponsored by:

The Casa Grande Youth Commission 
is hosting a program and candlelight 
vigil to remember the victims of 9/11.  
The event will be held beginning at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 11 
at Peart Park, 350 E. 6th Street.  The 
program will include a speech and 
musical performances by students.  
The event is free and open to the  
community.

Join Us in Remembering 
the Victims of 9/11

$   Requires a Fee or Admission

http://www.casagrandeaz.gov/rec/recreation/special-events/community/viva-grande/
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