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Planning and Zoning 
Commission 

STAFF REPORT 

 
AGENDA 

 
# ________ 

 
TO:  PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

FROM:  Keith Newman, City Planner 
 

MEETING DATE: August 1, 2013 
 

SUBJECT:  DSA-13-00095 – Housing Product Design Review for Lot 6 of the 
Los Portales Subdivision.  

 

REQUEST 
 

Request by Absolute Remodeling & Construction, Inc. for the following land use 
approval located at 2130 N. St. Andrews Dr, Casa Grande, AZ 85122: 
 

1.  DSA-13-00095: Housing Product approval to construct a new custom home on Lot 
6 within the Los Portales residential subdivision.   

 

APPLICANT/OWNER  
 

Jim Suor  
Absolute Remodeling & Construction Inc.  
1368 E. Laurel Pl.  
Casa Grande, AZ 85122  
P: 520-836-6511 
F:  520-374-2825 
Email: jsuor@hotmail.com 

Thomas & Judith Wohlleber 
4574 White Oak Circle 
Cross Plains, WI  53528 
P: 608-798-3055 
F: N/A 
Email: judyto.nw@gmail.com  

 

HISTORY 
 

April 21, 2003:  The City Council approved Ordinance No. 1178.188 re-zoning the 
site from R-1 (Single Family Residential) to PAD (Planned Area 
Development.  

  
August 4, 2005: CGPZ-173-005:  The Planning and Zoning Commission approved 

Housing Product for Brown Family Communities for the Los 
Portales subdivision.   
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The applicant requests approval of a one (1) story, 3,145 sq. ft. custom housing product 
plan for Tom & Judy Wohlleber who are purchasing one (1) vacant lot located within the 
Los Portales Subdivision at 2130 N. St. Andrews (Lot 6).  The architectural design, 
colors, and size of the proposed home will be comparable with all existing single story 
homes previously approved in the neighborhood.  The Los Portales subdivision was 
platted in May 2005 for 207 homes. Currently, the development is approximately 45% 
built out.   
 

Vicinity Map 
 

 
 

Currently, the Los Portales subdivision has 18 different single family housing product 
plans that have been approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission and can be 
constructed at any given time by private homeowners or production builders.   
Accordingly, the current owners who recently purchased the property desire a slightly 
different interior and exterior design than what was previously approved so they have 
decided to ask the Planning Commission for approval of a custom home that can only 
be built on their lot.   
 

A New single-family home plan, colors, tile, and stone options have been submitted with 
the proposed application.  The proposed 3,145 sq. ft. plan will be built on a 75’ wide lot 
and exceeds all building setback requirements.  Exterior features include a covered 
entryway with front porch, two (2) car garage, side loaded golf cart garage, rear patio, 
architectural pop-outs around the windows and stone veneer on the front elevation.   
 

The applicant has worked towards making the proposed home plan meet the 

2130 N. St. Andrews 
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architectural and diversity standards for this PAD. The architecture of the proposed plan 
maintains the level of quality established throughout the development, as well as 
offering a product to fit today’s market.   
 

Due to the recent downturn in the housing market the City expects to see an increase in 
custom housing product design review applications for single lots as individual property 
owners are purchasing lots previously owned and developed by production home 
builders.  The City views this new trend as a positive for the entire community that will 
continue to increase the architectural diversity of the neighborhoods in the City.   
 

Residential Design Standards: 
 

In 1999, the initial version of the “Residential Design Standards for Planned Area 
Developments” was adopted.  These standards were intended to encourage diversity, 
sustainability and creativity for residential subdivisions.  Since 1999, a revision and 
subsequently an amendment were processed and the current diversity standards were 
effective on March 20, 2003. These standards apply to the Los Portales subdivision and 
in reviewing the Residential Design Standards for Planned Area Developments; there 
are several criteria that must be met:      
 

Section IIA. Mandatory PAD Residential Architecture Standards 
 

1.  Floor plans and elevations  
 

• A minimum of five distinct home color schemes is required per project and within 
each definitive housing price range or product type. 

 

Staff Analysis: Twenty six color schemes were previously approved, but the applicant 
has chosen light grey for the body of the house and dark grey for the trim and window 
pop outs.  Grey is a new color being introduced into the neighborhood, but is still a 
neutral color that is compatible with the existing approved colors. 
 

• Diversity and uniqueness in elevations and color schemes shall be demonstrated 
within each PAD.  

 

Staff Analysis:  The new home product incorporates many architectural elements that 
will help create a diverse and aesthetically pleasing street scene.  The exterior 
elevations incorporate roof plane changes, offering a custom floor plan and a gray 
exterior color scheme to offset the architectural features.      
 

• Homes with the same front elevation or color schemes shall not be located 
adjacent to (side by side) or across from each other. 

 

Staff Analysis:  The proposed home is different than the adjacent homes and therefore 
complies with this criterion.  City Staff reviews each permit for compliance with the PAD 
Diversity Standards.  
 

• Emphasis (e.g., covered front entries, covered front porches, bay windows, etc.) 
must be placed on the front elevations of homes. Main entries must face the 
street. 
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Staff Analysis:  The proposed plan includes a covered front entry, rear covered porch 
and the main entry of the home is facing the street.  
 

• Window pop-outs, windowsills, recessed windows and/or similar architectural 
embellishments are required on all windows, except as approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

 

Staff Analysis:  The proposed plan includes pop-outs around all windows to provide 
visual relief from the window itself.  
 

2.  Roofs 
 
• A variety of home roofing colors, shapes, and/or textures is required per project. 

Typically, concrete tile shall be required for all sloped roofs; however, 
consideration shall be given to alternative durable materials upon review of the 
housing product. 

 
Staff Analysis:  A Kona Red S-shaped roof tile is being offered with this housing 
product.   
 

• Variation in roof ridge lines and designs is required. 
 

Staff Analysis:  The layout of the home design allows for variations in roof ridge lines 
and design.  
 

• Unique roof colors shall be matched to each home color scheme. 
 
Staff Analysis: The roof tile color was selected to complement the color group for the 
exterior paint colors of the home.  
 

• No buildings within a PAD shall have roof-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical 
equipment (e.g., HVAC, evaporative coolers). All such equipment must be 
ground-mounted. 

 

Staff Analysis:  The proposed home will have 2 ground mounted HVAC units.  
 

3.  Garages 
 

• No front-loaded garage shall extend forward of a home’s liveable area or covered 
front porch by more than ten feet. 

 

Staff Analysis:  The proposed plans garage is front loaded and extends forward of the 
home’s livable area by approx. 3 ft.  
 

• At least one floor plan per parcel or product type shall have the livable area of the 
home forward of the garage. 

 

Staff Analysis:  N/A 
• Front-loaded garage doors shall not exceed fifty percent of the house width 
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(frontage). Where more than a standard two car front-entry garage can be 
accommodated, the additional garage bay(s) shall be architecturally designed to 
appear separate and distinct from the remainder of the garage.  

 
Staff Analysis:  The proposed front-loaded garage door does not exceed fifty percent of 
the house width.  
 

4.  Patio covers 
 
• Rear or side yard covered patios or covered courtyards are required on every 

home. 
 
Staff Analysis: The proposed plan has a rear covered patio and a covered front porch 
and entryway.  
 
• Where possible, covered patio areas should be incorporated into the architecture 

of the homes.  
 
Staff Analysis:  The covered patios are incorporated into the architecture of the home 
and blend with the exterior elements of the house. 
   
• Patio cover columns and roofs shall be constructed of the same materials used 

on the remainder of the home. Alternative complementary materials and designs 
for patio covers and columns shall be subject to the review and approval of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 
Staff Analysis: The home plans will be constructed of the same materials used on the 
home and the building material details will be submitted with the building permit for each 
standard plan.  
 

5.  Additions and modifications 
 
• All additions to homes shall be constructed of the same building materials as the 

principal residence and painted to complement the home. 
• Garages shall not be converted or enclosed for other uses. 
• Accessory buildings shall only be located within walled rear yards. Accessory 

buildings over 200 square feet in area shall be constructed to match or 
complement the building materials and colors used on the principal residence. 

 
Staff Analysis:  The homebuilder is aware of these requirements and as additions and 
modifications are handled through the permitted process, these requirements will be 
applied. 
 

Final Analysis: 
 

Staff has determined that the applicant has complied with the above requirements with 
the illustrated floor plan, exterior elevations, color schemes, garage details, and window 
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details as provided in the housing product book.  In addition, attached lighting for the 
home, and front yard landscaping details were provided.   
 

Staff has determined that the housing product submitted is in compliance with the 
Residential Designs Standards for Planned Area Developments.   
 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION/COMMENTS 
 

Notification 
Public hearing notification efforts for this request meet the requirement set out by City 
Code: 

• A notice was published in the Casa Grande Dispatch on July 16, 2013 
• A notice was sent to all property owners within 200 ft. of the site on July 17, 

2013 
• A public hearing sign was posted on the site on July 15, 2013 

 
Inquiries/Comments 
 

Staff received two (2) general inquiries from Los Portales property owners. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve DSA-13-00095, Housing Product for 
Lot 6 within the Los Portales subdivision. 

 
Exhibits: 
 
Exhibit A- Housing Product Design Booklet 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


